
AGENDA ITEM 13.3

REPORT TO ORDINARY COUNCIL FROM THE TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
MEETING

Recommendations to the Ordinary Council from the meeting of the Technical Services Committee 
held on 16 May 2016.

1. Minutes of the Open Section of the Technical Services Committee Meeting held 11 April
2016 (Item 4.1)

RESOLVED
That it be a recommendation to Council:

That the minutes of the Open Section of the Technical Services Committee meeting 
held on 11 April 2016 be taken as read and confirmed as a true and correct record of 
the proceedings of that meeting.

(4065ts)
2. Notice of Motion Closure of Sporting Grounds (Item 8.1)

Moved Councillor Brown 
Seconded Councillor De Brenni

That Council adopt a policy relating to the closure of sporting grounds due to 
weather conditions and further to that the policy state “That all decisions relating to 
play or not to play because of prevailing weather conditions be at the sole discretion 
of the relevant sporting body”.

(WITHDRAWN)
(4066ts)

Moved Councillor Brown 
Seconded Councillor De Brenni

A. Council adopt a procedure in relation to closing sporting grounds and ensure 
that decisions on the closure of sporting grounds will be made by Council with 
consultation with the principal representative of the relevant sporting body.

B. Consultations must take place at the ground and at the proposed time of play. In 
the event of disputes the Mayor will have the final decision.

(4067ts)

Councillor Paech asked if there were any legal implications for Council in making such 
decisions and raised concern of communication to public if closures occur.

The Director Technical Services updated Council on the reasons behind the closure. 
Discussion ensued surrounding the decision.
The Director Technical Services took on notice if rain sensor sprinklers could measure the 
amount of rain fall.

3. Directorate Update (Item 9.1)
Report No: 52/16ts (DTS1

This report provides an update of current Technical Services, programs, projects and 
events for April 2016.

RESOLVED:
That it be a recommendation to Council

That this report be received and noted.
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(4068ts)

Councillor Paech clarified the llpeye llpeye subdivision review timeline is not sufficient. The 
Director Technical Services to organize a meeting with DLP to discuss.

The Director Technical Services updated Council on the current solar projects and 
timeframes. The cardboard/ paper baling facility is to be completed and operational on the 
1 July 2016.

4. Proposed Shared Zones for Pedestrian Safety at Either side of the Yeperenve Shopping
Centre (Item 9.2^
Report No: 56/16ts (Ml)

This report is in regard to the proposed new shared zones at Hartley Street and Bath Street 
either side of Yeperenye Shopping Centre for pedestrian safety.

RESOLVED
That it be a recommendation to Council

That this report is for discussion.
(4069ts)

(DEFFERRED)

Discussion ensued surrounding one way and angle parking on Hartley and Bath streets. 
Councillor Heenan questioned the costings of the shared zones. The Director Technical 
Services took on notice to clarify costings at the May Ordinary meeting.

Moved Councillor Paech 
Seconded Councillor

That the Director Technical Services investigate costings of a trial of Hartley street 
from the Residency to Gregory Terrace becoming one way becoming a shared zone 
with angle parking.

(4070ts)

5. Reducing Speeding Along Woods Terrace (Item 9.3)
Report No. 57/16ts (Mil

Proposed new roundabout and collapsible bollards along Woods Terrace to reduce 
vehicles speeding.

RESOLVED
That it be a recommendation to Council

That this report is for discussion and direction
(407Its) 

(DEFFERRED)

Councillor Paech asked where the funding will be sourced from.
Discussion ensued surrounding the report and previous discussions in Council.

Moved Councillor Paech 
Seconded Councillor De Brenni

That the minutes be clarified from the April Technical Services Committee meeting.
(4072ts)
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6. Environment Advisory Committee Youth Member (Item 9.4)
Report No. 59/16ts (EO)

This report provides information regarding the Youth member position on the Environment 
Advisory Committee (EAC).

RESOLVED
That it be a recommendation to Council

That Council approves Ee Ling (Phoebe) Chia as the Youth Member for the 
Environment Advisory Committee (EAC).

7. Tree Replacement Report (Item 9.5) 
Report No. 53/16ts (M\M

(4073ts)

This report is to provide Council with information regarding the Tree Crew’s tree 
replacement program

RESOLVED
That it be a recommendation to Council:

That this report be noted
(4074ts)

Discussion ensued surrounding this report. The Director Technical Services took on notice 
to report back with further information to the May Ordinary meeting.

8. Minutes from the Sport Facilities Advisory Committee Meeting held on 28 April 2016 (Item
10.1)

RESOLVED
That it be a recommendation to Council:

That the minutes of the Sport Facilities Advisory Committee Meeting held on 28 April 
2016 be received and the recommendations adopted.

(4075ts)

9. Minutes from the Development Committee Meeting held on 3 May 2016 (Item 10.2)

RESOLVED
That it be a recommendation to Council:

That the minutes of the Development Committee Meeting held on 3 May 2016 be 
received and noted.

(4076ts)

10. Notes from the Cemeteries Advisory Committee Meeting held on 3 May 2016 (Item 10.3)

RESOLVED
That it be a recommendation to Council:

That the notes of the Cemeteries Advisory Committee Meeting held on 3 May 2016 be 
received and the recommendations adopted.

(4077ts)

11. Minutes from the Access Advisory Committee Meeting held on 26 April 2016 (Item 10.4)
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RESOLVED
That it be a recommendation to Council:

That the minutes of the Access Advisory Committee Meeting held on 26 April 2016 be 
received and the recommendations adopted.

(4078ts)

12. Minutes from the Parks Advisory Committee Meeting held on 21 April 2016 (Item 10.5)

RESOLVED
That it be a recommendation to Council:

That the minutes of the Parks Advisory Committee Meeting held on 21 April 2016 be 
received and the recommendations adopted.

(4079ts)
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Alice Springs
TOWN COUNCIL

TO:

FROM:

RE:

CEO REX MOONEY DATE: 25 May 2016

COUNCIL SOLICITOR CHRIS TURNER 

CONTROL OF SPORTING GROUNDS

Background

An issue of controversy has arisen whereby on a recent Saturday this Council closed 
sporting grounds and so prevented some clubs from engaging in scheduled competition. 
This action came about because heavy local rain had been forecast for that day 
although it did not eventuate. An argument has been made that it should have been up 
to the clubs themselves to determine whether they played in whatever weather prevailed 
on the day and that acting as it did Council behaved precipitously and without any 
sensible foundation.

Legal consideration of this question involves two main areas: Council’s management 
responsibilities of and for its facilities and duty of care towards users of those facilities.

Management responsibility

The starting point in this discussion is that Council is either the owner of the sporting 
grounds or has statutory responsibility under the Local Government Act for their care 
control and management: in either case, it is the custodian of those grounds on behalf of 
its entire constituency.

In this context, reference must be made the section 12(1)(e) of the LGA which provides 
that one of the functions of a council is ‘to manage and develop council facilities and 
services in a sustainable way [emphasis added]. Should a council conclude that there is 
a reasonable possibility that because of a factor beyond its control, for example a 
forecasted weather event, damage may be caused to its facilities by their use, I suggest 
that a decision to close a facility is entirely consistent with this statutory imperative; 
remembering that such damage not only involves the cost of repair but also the possible 
cancellation of other fixtures previously planned for the facility while the repairs are 
undertaken.

Certainly, for a council to abrogate these responsibilities, by allowing a third part 
unfettered use of a facility beyond the control of the council, would in my view be to 
breach its management and custodial duties under the LGA. In this respect, too, 
mention should be made of Work Health and Safety (National Uniform Legislation) Act 
where section 17 imposes a duty on a council (as a person conducting a business or 
undertaking) to 1eliminate risks to work and safety, as far as is practicaf; in 
circumstances where a sporting ground is a workplace for those Council employees who 
work on or at the facility including after use and may be subject to risks occasioned by 
damage caused by such use.
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Chris Turner

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Rex Mooney
Monday, 23 May 2016 4:35 PM 
Chris Turner
FW: Council liability - Sport injuries on Council Ovals 
Broadform Liability Insurance 01 Jan 2015.pdf

With regards,

Rex Mooney 
Chief Executive Officer 
Alice Springs Town Council 
08 8950 0525 
0427 161 956

From: Dinesh Pillay
Sent: Monday, 23 May 2016 4:32 PM
To: Rex Mooney
Subject: FW: Council liability - Sport injuries on Council Ovals

Rex

Feedback from our insurance broker

Dinesh Pillay
Director Finance
Alice Springs Town Council
(08)89 500 500

From: Bob Fraser fmailto:bob.fraser@aia.com.aul 
Sent: Monday, 23 May 2016 4:23 PM 
To: Dinesh Pillay
Subject: RE: Council liability - Sport injuries on Council Ovals 

Good Afternoon Dinesh 

Thank you for your enquiry

A copy of TIO Liability Policy is attached for your information

We advise if all reasonable care and precaution to ensure that venues owned by Council meet any appropriate 
OH&S/safety requirements then you.effectively meet your obligations.

Each sporting body has a duty of care to their participants and spectators to provide a safe environment. (It may be 
worth investigating if there is an Australian Safety Standard/OH&S for sporting grounds)

However, we suggest you also obtain your own legal opinion on this matter

Please call me if any queries

Regards 
Bob Fraser
Team Leader, Alice

l
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Original
9.2 Woods Terrace Speeding Issues 

Report No: 40/16ts (MO

This report provides information in relation to vehicle accidents and speeding along 
Woods Terrace

RESOLVED
That it be a recommendation to Council

That this report is for discussion and direction
(4057ts)

Discussion ensued regarding the strategies and options of speed control in the area. 
The Director of Technical Services to report back to Council on costing of energy 
absorbing bollards along Woods Terrace and roundabout at Priest Way and Woods 
Terrace at the 16 May Technical Services Committee meeting.

Edited

Mayor Ryan advised he would support arm-co built at the end of the long straight at Woods 
Terrace and said that the ‘race track’ starts from the Stuart Highway. Mayor Ryan also said a 
roundabout at Priest Street was brought to Council to reduce speeding and at the wash off at 
the end of the straight needs to have arm-co railing to keep the vehicles on the road.

Cr Kudrenko questioned the arm-co railing as this would be more dangerous to cars 
travelling at high speeds and suggested collapsible bollards instead. Mayor Ryan said he 
would like a decision to be made to solve this issue of speed.

Cr Paech supported collapsible bollards and option 5 - a combination of devices.

Cr Kudrenko said she couldn’t support the guard fencing based on the report from the traffic 
consultant. She stated support for collapsible bollards and a roundabout at Priest and Brown 
Street and speed bumps (Option 5).

Cr deBrenni was concerned about the speed humps as being an overkill and being used as 
a launching pad when hit at speed.

Director Technical Services was also concerned about a speed hump and preference was 
collapsible bollards and a chicane.

Cr Kudrenko suggested once the roundabout and collapsible bollards are completed the 
metro counter be reinstalled and further data collected. Cr Peach supported this and asked 
Director Finance where the funds would be coming from and availability of Black Spot 
funding. Director Finance took on notice. 12 month timeline for funding through this program. 
- Mayor Ryan does not support as action needs to be taken now.

Cr Brown, Cr Douglas and Cr deBrenni supported Cr Kudrenko’s option to re-evaluate once 
the roundabout and bollards are installed.

Discussion ensued around police presence and patrols.


